A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
great officers of the Crown. In 1248 the Emperor's army was
destroyed before Parma, and the Papacy was politically stronger
than ever, as well as (what was much more important) victorious
in the spiritual field, having settled the security of Christendom
against the anti-Christian efforts of Frederick. In that same
year (1248) the King sent his brother-in-law, Simon de Mont-
fort, to Gascony as governor.
The Growth of Parliament. In 1254 an important change
took place in the feudal Council which surrounded the King. We
have seen how many years before (in 1204 and 1213) King John
had introduced the idea of representation by summoning gentry
from each shire to discuss with him the possibility of raising
exceptional funds for his desperate struggle with Philip Augustus.
Now, in 1254, these local gentry, two knights from each shire,
were summoned to come to the Council and decide what could
be granted by their order and by the lesser freemen whom they
represented. It was not thought at the time to be anything
remarkable, and it is interesting to us only because it is a step
in the gradual growth of what was later to be the full English
Parliament. Representation, as we know, was an idea novel
to England, though it had been familiar in the South of
France and had been actively practised on both sides of the
Pyrenees for more than a century, but it was spreading every-
where, for it was thoroughly in the spirit of the thirteenth
century.
The Feudal Rebellion led by Simon de Montfort.
Simon de Montfort had behaved with cruelty and tyranny in
his government of Gascony; he had made it difficult to hold,
and things became so bad that he was called home and tried
by his peers. He .was acquitted; but a lasting* enmity was
founded between him and his brother-in-law, the King. In
this year, 1254, he opposed the granting of financial aid to
Henry. The King wanted money on all sides. After the
defeat of the Emperor by the Pope and his death the Kingdom
of Sicily, which had belonged to Frederick, was offered by the
Pope, and accepted by Henry, for his younger son. Meanwhile
in the vacancy for the Empire Richard of Cornwall was pro-
posed, and elected at Aix-la-Chapelle. It almost seemed as
though the Plantagenet dynasty was to recover its predominant
position in western Europe; but the barons in England refused
to support the policy, and it was due to their antagonism, led
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